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TKA complication rates in patients who have had bariatric surgery (BS), potentially due to low patient 
numbers. The purpose of this study was to utilize a national database to evaluate the complication rates 
after TKA in patients who have had BS. The hypothesis was that BS prior to TKA would be associated 
with improved outcomes.

who did not have BS, and 3) patients who underwent BS for weight loss prior to TKA. Each cohort was 
assessed for major and minor complications within 90 days postoperatively. Odds Ratios (OR), 95% 

coded as morbidly obese. 219 of the obese patients underwent BS prior to TKA. Morbidly obese 
patients had a major complication rate of 16.7% and minor complication rate of 23.7% (major: OR 

underwent TKA after BS, the major complication rate (9.1%) and minor complication rate (16.4%) was 

 Obesity and its associated medical comorbidities place patients undergoing TKA at 

underwent bariatric surgery prior to TKA appear to have a lower risk than morbidly obese patients, 
although still remain at higher risk than non-obese patients.
 


